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Abstract

A 33-year-old woman, with a 7-year clinical history of invasive thymoma treated at ages 26
and 30 years by thymectomy and radiation, presented with a generalized convulsion and
loss of consciousness. Following the seizure there was no neurological deficit and normal
tendon reflexes. Magnellc resonance imaging (MRI) of the brain without gadolinium

mall lesions of high signal intensity on T2 and diffusion
brtical area beyond the temporal lobes. Brain biopsy
ictivated microglias and activated T-cell infiltration. Within 4
other than anticonvulsant therapy, the lesions visible on the

*When a short definition is not available, the longer definition can be found in Book excerpts
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The pyramidal tract exits the cortex, and after passing the pyramids of the medulla , the majority of these
fibers cross to the opposite side and descend in the corticospinal tract through the spinal cord ( Figure

3 ). Some of the fibers that do not cross over in the medulla travel ipsilaterally down the cord and cross to

the opposite side in the neck or upper thoracic region.

From:

Learn more about Pyramidal tracts

Spinal T'racts — Descending/Motor Path-
ways

Paul Rea, in £ssential Clinical Anatomy of the Nervous System,
2015.

Pyramidal tracts

The pyramidal tracts are comprised of the corticospinal and cor-
ticobulbar tracts. These are called as pyramidal tracts as they
crossover at the level of the pyramids in the medulla. They are
collections of upper motor neuron fibers which go to the spinal
cord (corticospinal) or the brainstem (corticobulbar) and control
the motor function of the body.
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Spinal Cord

Gulgun Sengul, Charles Watson, in 7he Hurman Nervous Sys-
tern (Third Edition), 2012.

Corticospinal Tract

The corticospinal tract, also called the pyramidal tract because
its fibers form the medullary pyramids, is found in all mammals
with considerable variation between species. The dorsal cortico-
spinal tract is the major corticospinal bundle, found in the dor-
sal column in rodents. In primates, it is highly developed and
the major bundle is in the lateral column.

The fibers that give rise to the corticospinal tract in adult mam-

mals arise from the neurons of the precentral gyrus and the pa-
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